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Behind every great performance is an understanding of how music is created, produced
and communicated! Through Kapow Primary’s music curriculum, children develop the
technical and creative skills needed to make and perform music with confidence and

expression. They learn how to control and combine sounds, explore rhythm, pitch, tempo
and dynamics, and use these inter-related dimensions of music to compose and perform

their own pieces.
Building on the National Curriculum aims, pupils will sing, play instruments, create and
perform music from a wide range of genres, styles and cultures. They will listen with

attention to detail, evaluate musical elements, and begin to understand notation as a way
to communicate musical ideas.

By developing skills across the key ‘Big Ideas’—Listening and Evaluating, Creating Sound,
Improvising and Composing, Performing, and Notation—children gain the knowledge,

vocabulary and confidence to express themselves musically. They are encouraged to think
like young musicians: creating with imagination, performing with purpose, and responding

with understanding and enjoyment.
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Listening and evaluating
New! Creating sound
New! Notation
Improvising and composing
Performing - singing and playing

Our music curriculum has always been designed around strands, derived from the National curriculum aims and other government guidance. These
strands are essential for mapping out how students progress in different aspects of music. Here are the updated strands for 24/25:

The introduction of "Creating sound" as a separate strand (previously part of "Performing") aims to clarify progression in this vital component of
musical development. According to the Striking the Right Note - the Music Subject Report (Ofsted, 2023), the most effective music teaching in
schools involves gradually enhancing pupils' skills in controlling sounds, whether through singing, playing instruments, or using music technology.

‘Notation’ has also been defined as a standalone strand to improve progression in understanding technical music elements. Our goal is to outline 
clear steps for students to learn to read music notation. Even though the National Curriculum doesn't include notation learning for Key Stage 1, we 
think it's advantageous for pupils to start with simplified staff notation early on, such as identifying changes in pitch.

Additionally, we have refined the names of other strands to better reflect their content. ‘Listening’ is now ‘Listening and Evaluating’, and ‘Composing’ 
has been updated to ‘Improvising and Composing’ to capture the often spontaneous nature of creating music. The ‘History of music’ strand has now 
been incorporated into the ‘Listening and evaluating’ strand instead of being a strand in its own right—this reflects its natural integration where an 
understanding of musical context will be developed through listening experiences. 
The inter-related dimensions of music are the building blocks of music and as such, are integrated across all of our strands. To show this we have 
chosen to highlight the progression statements that relate to pitch, duration, dynamics, structure, texture, timbre, rhythm and pulse, rather than 
showing these elements as a separate progression.

Please note: These new strands were initially incorporated into Key stage 1 lessons only for 2024/25. They will gradually be added to Lower and 
Upper key stage 2 for the coming years. This ensures pupils have an opportunity to develop their foundational knowledge and skills in Key stage 1.

●
●

●
●
●

Recent changes to our Music curriculum: New curriculum strands
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Recent changes to our Music curriculum: Updated Key stage 1 content

While we have enhanced the structure of our curriculum to better define progression in the new strands of 'Notation' and 'Creating sound', the
fundamental content of our Key stage 1 lessons remains consistent. These units now place greater emphasis on the technical aspects of music,
integrating these new strands effectively.

Additionally, we've refined our approach to introducing the inter-related dimensions of music, opting to gradually introduce these concepts and 
prioritise the development of tacit knowledge over declarative knowledge in the Early Years Foundation Stage and Key stage 1 (see here).
In Key stage 1, pupils develop a solid understanding of pulse, rhythm, dynamics, and tempo, and they begin to learn about musical structure. Other 
inter-related dimensions of music are introduced more fully in Key stage 2. At Key stage 1, pupils are not necessarily expected to name these 
elements, but they should be able to recognise and discuss them in simpler terms. As we focus more on individual inter-related dimensions, you 
might also notice that this approach has influenced how the units are named and their sequencing.

Y1
Aut 1 Pulse and rhythm (All about me)
Aut 2 Tempo (Snail and mouse)
Spr 1 Musical vocabulary (Under the sea)
Spr 2 Timbre and rhythmic patterns (Fairytales)
Sum 1 Pitch and tempo (Superheroes)
Sum 2 Vocal and body sounds(By the sea)

Y2
Aut 1 West African call and response (Animals)
Aut 2 Orchestral instruments (Western traditional stories)
Spr 1 Musical me
Spr 2 Dynamics, timbre, tempo and motifs (Space)
Sum 1 On this island: British songs and sounds
Sum 2 Myths and Legends

Y1
Aut 1 Keeping the pulse (My favourite things)
Aut 2 Tempo (Snail and mouse)
Spr 1 Dynamics (Seaside)
Spr 2 Sound patterns (Fairytales)
Sum 1 Pitch (Superheroes)
Sum 2 Musical symbols (Under the sea)

Y2
Aut 1 Call and response (Animals)
Aut 2 Instruments (Musical storytelling)
Spr 1 Singing (On this island)
Spr 2 Contrasting dynamics (Space)
Sum 1 Structure (Myths and Legends)
Sum 2 Pitch (Musical me)

Previous unit titles and sequencing New unit titles and sequencing
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Our scheme of work fulfils the statutory requirements for computing outlined in the National Curriculum (2014) and follows the
principles outlined in the non-statutory Ofsted Research review series: Music and HM Government’s National Plan for Music which
explains how to build on the Department for Education’s Model Music Curriculum (2021) to deliver high quality music in schools. For
more information please see our Guide: Model music curriculum alignment.

How does Kapow Primary help our school to meet the statutory guidance for Music?

© Crown copyright 2013 © Crown copyright 2021 © Crown copyright 2021
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Perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods,
genres, styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers and 
musicians

Understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated,
including through the inter-related dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, 
timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical notations.

 Learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and
with others, have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use technology 
appropriately and have the opportunity to progress to the next level of musical 
excellence

6

Our scheme of work fulfils the statutory requirements of the National Curriculum (2014).
The National Curriculum for Music aims to ensure that all pupils:

From these aims, we have identified five
strands which run throughout our scheme
of work:

Our National curriculum mapping document shows which of Kapow Primary’s units cover each of the National curriculum attainment targets as
well as each of our six strands. National curriculum links are also on each individual lesson plan, along with cross-curricular links to other subjects.

How does Kapow Primary’s scheme for Music align with the National Curriculum?

Notation

Creating sound

Listening and evaluating

Improvising and composing

Performing - singing and playing

★

★

★
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Inter-related dimensions of music

How is the Music scheme of work organised?

Listening and 
evaluating Creating sound Notation

Kapow Primary scheme of work

Improvising and 
composing

Performing - 
singing and playing

Pitch.
Duration 
(including pulse and rhythm).
Dynamics.
Tempo.

The inter-related dimensions of music are:

Timbre.
Texture.
Structure.
Appropriate musical
notation.

The inter-related dimensions, often
known as the building blocks of music,
are integral to all strands of our scheme
of work.
To clearly demonstrate their presence
throughout, we colour code these
foundational elements in pink across all
strands in the Progression of knowledge
and skills document.

●
●

●
●

●
●
●
●

7

Inter-related dimensions of music
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Listening to music is important to develop
an appreciation for music but listening with
a critical ear also allows pupils to recognise
how music is constructed and how it
impacts the listener.
Listening and evaluating is therefore the
precursor to Improvising and composing
and Performing.
By exposing pupils to a diverse range of
music from various cultures and historical
periods, this strand also fosters an
understanding of the history of music.

Improvisation in music involves creating music spontaneously, without
prior planning or written notes. This helps pupils build confidence, express
themselves freely, and develop flexibility in their musical thinking.
Composition tasks require students to plan and structure their musical
ideas. This structured approach strengthens their ability to organise
thoughts systematically and often use notation to record their ideas.
Find out more about the composing process here.

Learning technical proficiency with an
instrument takes time, and the ability to
create and control sound is fundamental to
making music.
This proficiency requires knowledge of
specific instruments, including how to hold
and play them, as well as the development
of fine (and sometimes gross) motor skills
and postural awareness.
When it comes to singing, controlling
breathing and voice modulation to create
dynamic contrasts is crucial.

Performing provides pupils with a practical reason to hone and apply their
musical skills.
It promotes group practice and collaboration, as pupils work together to
achieve an aim.
This experience not only boosts pupils' confidence and self-esteem but also
enhances their awareness of themselves and others within the group.
Find out more about the group practising process here.

8

In order to compose and perform longer
pieces of music, pupils need to understand
notation as a means of communicating musical
ideas.
They will learn that the position of notes on
the stave indicates their pitch, and that the
symbols used represent the duration of each
note or rest.
Our aim is for pupils to be able to 'work out'
how to read a simple piece of music from a
given starting note by applying the principles
of staff notation, rather than reading music by
sight or simply memorising musical pieces. See
here for more information.

Exploring the strands

Listening and evaluating

Improvising and composing

Creating sounds Notation

Performing - singing and playing
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